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COAD Provides Childcare Referral Services

by Brandi Koscho, Child Care Coordinator, COAD-CCRN

s summer approaches, it marks the end
Aof the school year and the beginning
of many things like baseball games,
warm weather, swimming, and the need for
quality child care. Now that school has ended,
you may be wondering what to do with your
children while you work. The COAD Early
Care and Education Division can help! Serving
Athens, Vinton, Meigs, and Perry counties in
Southeastern Ohio, COAD-ECE provides a
variety of services for individuals needing child
care, individuals interested in becoming child
care providers, as well as trainings and assistance
to current child care providers.

COAD-ECE provides free counseling and
referral services to parents needing child care.
A Resource and Referral Counselor will provide
a list of potential providers based upon the
speci ed needs of the parents and/or child.
Each of the providers listed within the databank
have met required health and safety standards.
The counselor then provides the client with
information about how to choose care but does
not recommend speci ¢ providers. Courtney
Lamp, of Lowell, used COAD s services when she
needed care for her son, Chadwick Jr, 18 months.

| saw COAD s phone number ona yer that my
mom had picked up, I called and spoke with a
counselor about the type of care | was looking
for and she gave me a list of possible providers.
When the Resource and Referral Counselor
placed a follow up call, she learned that Courtney
was unable to nd service because the providers
had no vacancies. The counselor then provided
Courtney with an additional list of providers,
one of which she found success with. Itsagreat
number to have to nd a list of providers in your
area; | found it very helpful and would de nitely
use this service again if needed.

In addition, COAD-ECE assists individuals
interested in becoming child care providers by
guiding them through the process of opening
a business. The COAD Child Care Coordinator
provides information to the prospective
provider about licensing, certi cation, policies
and procedures, business development and can
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facilitate surveys, focus groups, etc. to help solve
gaps in child care. The Child Care Coordinator
also works with the community to establish the
needs for child care. The provider is then listed
in the databank for refesrrals.

COAD-ECE assists providers in locating
required trainings including First Aid, CPR,
Child Abuse Recognition, and Communicable
Disease Prevention as well as developing training
on child care and child development issues.
COAD-ECE provides free training calendars and
a free list of quali ed trainers in the area.

COAD-ECE is also an excellent resource for
employers. If prospective employees, especially
new mothers, have options available to them,
they are more apt to return to work. Knowing
that there are quality child care options allows
parents to focus on their job. | personally can
atest to this. My son is 12 months old and if I did
not feel comfortable with my provider, | would

not have returned to work. Knowing that he is
in a safe environment allows me to concentrate
on my task which happens to be helping others

nd quality child care. Employers can include
information about COAD-ECE in orientation
packets or during the interview to let employees
know about these services.

COAD-ECE also has a resource lending library
available to providers and parents. The library
includes books and videos about child care, child
development, parenting, and age-appropriate
activities.

COAD-ECE strives to meet the increasing
demand for quality child care. Parents may use
these FREE services to locate child care in their
area and potential providers may use our services
to assist them in opening their facility.

For additional information about COAD-
ECE and the services provided visit our website
at www.coadinc.org or call 1-800-577-2276.
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Tired of looking like
everybody else?

We train in Chicago, San Diego and New York.
You'll look like you’ve just come from the city!

79 E State Street, Athens 740.593.3751

CUSTOM FRAMEZI COLOR « CONTEMPORARY HAIR CUTS « AMAZING STYLE




SERVING ALL FAMILIES IN ATHENS, MEIGS, PERRY AND VINTON COUNTIES

We are grateful to our advertisers for working
with us to bring you and your family engac-
ing, empowering and enlightening parenting
resources each and every month through this
publication. When shopping with any of our
advertisers, please say thank you and tell
them you saw their ad in:
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from the editor

Childcare and Public Assistance

Hello. I hope you are all enjoying summer and checking out all
the fun stuff to do with your families in our events calendar. In
this issue we are talking about childcare. You Il learn what to look
for when choosing childcare for your kids, the pros and cons of
childcare, and more.

Before you get into the issue though, 1d like to share a couple
of things about my experience with obtaining childcare through
public assistance.

| was a single mom until my oldest daughter was 4. | went to
school and worked three jobs to make ends meet -- often without
any child support. When we did get support it was about $43
a month. Juggling the roles of student, mom and employee was
really dif cult. Without those few years of food stamps, WIC,
childcare subsidies and work support programs, | don t know how
we would have survived. | m sure there s some of you that can relate.

After 4 years of hard work and determination, | was the rst in my family to receive a degree. | was
fortunate to go on to graduate school which allowed me to work in Africa and start a development
program that provides women with jobs and allows orphans to attend elementary school. Continuing
to work in Africa constantly reminds me that education is so important for women and especially
single moms.

This leads me to my thoughts on childcare and public assistance.

Whether you are a single mom or married, living slightly above, at or below poverty level is
stressful. Finding quality childcare shouldn t be -- especially for people trying to better their lives.
Public assistance for childcare is available through Ohio Department of Job and Family Services in
your counties. Please don t be prideful. Its o.k. to ask for help. Thats one of the great things about
our country. Programs like foodstamps, WIC and childcare subsidies exist to help folks when they
need it most. When | describe these types of programs to people living in Africa they are astonished
that a government could create such programs to help people in times of need. They certainly don t
have it.

I remember feeling initally ashamed when I d go into the JFS of ce. | didnt want to be seen as
someone needing any help -- | had thoughts like, I m from a middle class family, I m getting an
education, | have big plans and dreams, | shouldnt need any help. | now feel ashamed that | had
those thoughts. Everyone goes through tough periods of their lives and | m grateful that | had help
through public assistance.

Finding a childcare situation that works for your child, with a quali ed person or program is the
best way to help your kids while you make ends meet. Youll nd stories about COAD s Childcare
Referral Services on page 2 and how to choose quality childcare on page 10. We go into more depth
about the OU Child Care Taskforce on page 8. Please use this information for yourself, or pass it
along. No one should be at work worrying about whether their child is receiving quality care. No one
should be forced to not work because they cant nd quality care or can t afford it.

Kind Regards,
Andria Sherrow, M.A.
Executive Director, EDUCATE Foundation

Want to get involved? Share a story? Have an idea?
Call 740-593-3132 or email asherrow@southeastohioparent.org.
SEORP is distributed the last week of each month.

For more information please visit www.southeastohioparent.org



Get Listed! It’s FREE

The August/September calendar

events deadline is July 10th.
For guidelines:
www.southeastohioparent.org

Kennedy Museum of Art, Athens
May 24 - July 1

Tuesday 12-5 p.m., Wednesday 12-5 p.m.
Thursday 12-8 p.m., Friday 12-5 p.m.
Saturday 1-5 p.m., Sunday 1-5 p.m.

Selling Authenticity: The Role of Zuni Knifewings
and Rainbow Gods in Tourism of the American
Southwest

Irxiv{iezirk Gypyviw Xverwgypyvep lirayirgi nr
Native and Euro-American Textile Arts

Ohio Valley Summer Theater
“The Music Man”

July 11-14, 18-21, 26-28, 2007. The Forum Theater,
All shows start at 8:00PM except for the mantinees
on July 15th, 22nd, 28th and 29th which start at
2:00PM. Tickets: 740-593-9696

The Ohio Valley Summer Theater presents the return
of the Appalachian Green Parks Project encore.
June 29-July 7:If you missed it in March DO NOT
miss your chance to see this historic reunion, shows
evi Aprklyth Jsvxgoixw erh gsvi rrjsvgexsr ks xs

July 4th Weekend at Smoke Rise Ranch
July 5-8. Smoke Rise Ranch, 6751 Hunterdon Rd,
Glouster, Phone: 740-767-2624

International Bow Hunters

Challenge at Hocking College
July 6-8, 2007

Hocking College, Nelsonville, Ohio, Phone: 740-753-
7120. Hunters and spectators alike are welcome
to come to this year’s International Bow Hunters
Challenge on July 6-8, 2007. Participate in a local
shoot or see how it is done, all on Hocking College’s
campus.

Social Saturday

9 am. - 3 p.m. Downtown Albany. 740-707-3496.
Wsgiep Wexyvhe} izinw Liph Awx Wexyvhe} sj iegl
month from May until September. June will host
gospel sing. Several local churches will be singing
throughout the day. Farmers and businesses
encouraged to come out and set up a booth.

ongoing july events

Family Nights at the Zoo

Wednesdays, July 4, 11, 18, 25 August 1, 8, 15, 22,
2007. Time: 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Each Wednesday night
of the 2007 summer, June 13 through Aug. 22, the
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium will stay open late for
the 3™ annual Family Nights at the Zoo. Special Zoo
programming along with fun activities geared toward
families spice up these summer evenings. Family
Nights at the Zoo activities will take place from 4
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Water's Edge Events Park
located along the banks of the Scioto River. Join the
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium as we celebrate the
summer with Family Nights at the Zoo! www.ovst.
org

The Athens County Historical

Society & Museum

(ACHS&M) announces the opening of the Athens
County Military Museum’s (ACMM) 2007 exhibit,
Korea and Vietnam: Athens County Remembers.
The exhibit honors Athens County veterans involved
in the Korean War and the Vietnam War and also the
humanitarian work carried out by local residents.
The ACMM is open on Saturdays beginning June
16 from 2-6pm and on Final Fridays beginning June
29" from 5-8pm. The exhibit closes December 15"
Admission is free to members of the Athens County
Historical Society & Museum and veterans in uniform,
$2 for visitors 14 and up, and $1 for non-uniformed
veterans. For more information visit athenshistory.org
or call (740) 592-2280.

Sew ‘N’ Sews Quilt Exhibit

July 2-29, 2007. University Mall, East State Street,
Athens, in the old Fashion Bug store. Wednesdays
and Fridays from noon-5:00 p.m. and Saturdays from
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. For more information please
call 740-797-3065. The Hoffman Challenge will also
be on display from July 14-22. Vendors will be set
up and the exhibit will be open from 10:00 a.m.-6:00
p.m. The guild’s opportunity quilt, entitled “Baskets
in the Briar,” will be on display and the drawing of the
winning ticket will be July 28.

Athens County Family Pool Parties
Athens City Pool. 8-10 p.m., FREE Admission July 21,
August 11., Nelsonville City Pool, July 6.11.14.18.27,
Aug. 148 (Nelsonville limited to 500 people). Open to
the Athens County Community. Children under 12
must be accompanied by an adult. Sponsored by
Athens County Job and Family Services.

WANTED: LIVABLE
TURN OF THE
CENTURY FARM-
HOUSE WITH 10+ __3
ACRES AND BARN. }
FAMILY LOOKING
TO RAISE TWO
DAUGHTERS IN THE COUNTRY. MUST
BE WITHIN 20 MINUTES OF ATHENS.

CALL 740-593-3132
£~
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POOL PARTY BENEFIT

FREE! But you have to pick
up tickets at ARTS/West, the
Community Center or during
QOVST performances

FOOD, GAMES
RAFFLES & FUN!
Tuesday, July 24,2007
Z==  8-10p.m.

< Athens City Pool
East State Street, Athens, Ohio
Also featuring a skit performed by:
The Lost Flamingo Company
sponsored by: ARTS/West athens community gateway to the arts
For more information, please call 740-593-4315
or visit us at www.myspace.com/humbleplay

CLASSIFIEDS

Got something to sell? Want to buy something?

Pswx erh JsyrhC Yt xs 79 {svh grewwiAihw evi

$30 for one month! To submit visit:
www.southeastohioparent.org

or call 740-593-3132.

READER COMMENT:

“Wouldn’t it be great if a day care
or two was started up on East
State Street, along with all the
rest of the development going on
there, I’'m sure chain restaurants
and hotels are useful to some but
not to young families. Attention
city planners!”

Tracey Prevost -- Athens
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july events at athens county libraries

Check out Athens County Libraries in July!

Free Lunch for kids up to age 18 at locations below:
Served at 12:00 noon

July 11 — July 12

Coolville Public Library and Nelsonville Public Library: Tuesday and Thursday
Glouster Public Library: Monday and Wednesday

Chauncey Public Library: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday

Summer Feeding Sponsors:The Nelsonville TV Cable Channel 15 WIN Committees: Chauncey WIN
Gsqami il Kisywiv [IR Gsqqmxii? Rimsrzmi Ipow Pshki 987? SjAgi sj Glyh Ryxwsr Wivzigiw

Supersoaker Games The Greatest Man Alive!
Thursday, July 12 11:00 a.m. Coolville Public Library E Rusty Robert Russell Rittenhouse: magician and illusionist
Monday, July 9 11:00 a.m. Glouster Public Library
From Plato to Your Toe: Monday, July 9 7:00 p.m. Athens Public Library
Big stretches for big minds, with Linda Cochran il i @
Tuesday, July 3 2:00 p.m.. Atjems Public Library ﬁ Hattie Hen’s Mystery: who's in the bushes?
11:00 a.m. Nelsonville Public Library A puppet show followed by a puppet building workshop with
Snakes from Near and Far librarian Mary Van Doren
with David Sagan, Hocking Woods Nature Center Director Wednesday, July 11 11:00 a.m. Glouster Public Library
Wednesday, July 11 1:00 p.m. Chauncey Public Library By Monday, July 2 2:00 p.m. Athens Public Library
v J.}
Maze Mysteries and Labyrinth Lore with librarian Amy King \J’}i\; Who Let the Dogs Out? and Other Musical Mysteries:
Wednesday, July 11 2:00 p.m. Athens Public Library ' Sing, stomp and play {xI Fvygi erh Ke} Hep~ip
Thursday, July 5 11:00 a.m. Nelsonville Public Library
Wildlife Detectives: clue-in to native Ohio species
With Gail Doyle of the Athens Soil and Water Conservation District
Monday, July 2 1:00 p.m. Chauncey Public Library
Tuesday, July 10 11:00 a.m. Nelsonville Public Library Summer Storytimes for younger kids
Mystery Animal Game Show Wells Public Library
Thursday, July 12 11:00 a.m. Nelsonville Public Library Storytime, Ages 2-5, Fridays, 11 am, July 1 -July 27
Tuesday, July 3 11:00 a.m. Coolville Public Library Athens Public Library
Lapsit, Ages 0-24 months, Tuesdays, 10 am, July 5 -July 17
Roar with the Dinosaurs Toddler Time, Ages 2-3, Thursdays, 10 am, July 7 — July 19
Big stretches for big minds, with Linda Cochran Storytime, Ages 3-5, Wednesdays, 10 am July 6 - July 18
Tuesday, July10 11:00 a.m. Coolville Public Library

The Plains Public Library
Storytime, Ages 2-5, Wednesdays, 11:30 am, July 13 - July18

Without a Trace: write and uncover secret messages using

invisible inks with librarian Jenny Hughes Chauncey Public Library

Thursday, July 5 11:00 a.m. Coolville Public Library Storytime, Ages 0-5, Wednesdays, 11 am, July 6 — July 18
Nelsonville Public Library

Who Done It? Lapsit, Ages 0-24 months, Thursdays, 10:30 am, July 19-August 30

Investigative tools and techniques for solving mysteries Storytime, Ages 2-5, Tuesdays, 10:30 am, July 17- August 28

hizyikih £} SjAgiv Vigo sj x1i Exlirw Gn} Tspgi Hitewqirx Evening Storytime, Thursdays, 6:00 pm, July 19-August 30

Monday, July 9 1:00 p.m. Chauncey Public Library

Coolville Public Library
Baby and Me, Ages 1-3, Mondays, 10:00 am, July 4 - August 13
Storytime, Ages 4-7. Wednesdays, 11:00 am, July 6- August 22

Chauncey Public Library Athens Public Library ~ Nelsonville Public Library

. 29 Converse St., Chaunce 30 Home Street, Athens 95 W. Washington St., Nelsonville
Locations [ N T - Jon
Coolville Public Library Wells Public Library Glouster Public Library
26401 Main Street 5200 Washington Rd., Albany 20 Toledo Street, Glouster
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supporting local events

Celebrate Chester Courthouse:
Educational, Cultural, and Community Events Under One Roof

by Mary Powell

outedasthe oldestexistingcourthouse
I inOhio ,the Chester Court House built
1823 was constructed, in the English
manner with a Commons. This building served
asthe Meigs County Courthouse until the 1840 s
when the county seat was moved Pomeroy. One
of the most signi cant trials to take place here
concerned a dispute between a lady who had
been a slave and a man who claimed to still
own her. The decision in this trial, that one
person could not own another person went to
the Ohio Supreme Court and was an in uential
event connected to the emancipation of slaves
in America.

After the building being abandoned for a
number of years, in 1995 the Return Jonathan
Meigs Chapter Daughters of America decided
the old courthouse needed to be salvaged.
The Chester/Shade Historical Association
established an IRS 501~ (3) non-pro t status,
to assume restoration efforts. Local dollars
raised and grants funded the restoration and
renovation. Plaster was repaired on interior
walls, brick was repointed, and a new oak oor
was laid on the rst oor. Some of the original
treads are still on the stairs. The handrails are
built from a variety of native woods with name
plates to identify them as a lesson for visitors.
Concrete buttresses that stabilized the shifting
walls were overlaid to become less obtrusive.

The second story serves as a museum with
rotating exhibits. The downstairs currently
serves as a meeting room, of ce, genealogy and
history research center, gift shop and welcome
center. Volunteers keep the courthouse open
four days a week (M, W, Th, & Sat)

Presently the CSHA is renovating the adjacent
structure, the old Academy, built in 1840, a
building of higher education. Students traveled
by buggy and horseback, stayed in the village
hotel or a home during the week in order to
receive their education. The rst oor of the
building will be home to the Daughters of
America as it has been for over 50 years.

The second oor will be used to simulate a
one-room school. Local schools will be invited
to send classes to experience school as it was
in the 1800s. The CSHA of ce will move to
the Academy, giving way for more interpretive
opportunities of local students such as mock
trials. This will greatly increase the appeal of
the courthouse as a heritage attraction.

The CSHA offers a variety of education
programs to students and visitors. Speakers
and Actors bring history and culture to life,
giving students and visitors a new insight
into our history. Volunteers work in the local
schools, teaching Meigs County History to
third graders; and the Yesteryear Program for

fth grades, teaching skills from the past such

Chester Courthouse Annual Events

. May Day children’s tea
& May pole dance
. Cultural workshops
. Genealogy fairs
. Special area and state events are

sponsored periodically

. Ohio Chautauqua’s and Civil War
reenactments both Confederate
and Union.

. Chester Shade Days is held the
third weekend of July annually.

as embroidery, leather tooling, making of rag
baskets, candles, bread, noodles etc.

Several community events are offered
annually: May Day childrens tea and May
pole dance, cultural workshops, genealogy fair,
Chester Shade Days a festival based on history
and cultural of the area. Special area and
state events are sponsored periodically: Ohio
Chautauquas and Civil War reenactments both
Confederate and Union.

Chester Shade Days is held the third weekend
of July annually. The day is lled with fun and
excitement from a pet show, pie contest and
pie auction, craftsmen and displays. Dulcimer
and Harmonica concerts are great favorites.
A harmonica workshop is available for those
interested in learning to play. If you have the
desire to join other adults and children in games,
there is a variety, from Corn Hole tournament,
court yard chess, sack races, and other games
from the past to face painting.

The sanctioned Ohio State Harmonica
Championshipinthelateafternoon.Contestants
come from throughout Ohio and W. Va. with
the rst place winner taking home a $200 prize.
The day is rounded out with period music and
acaller Miz Rosebud for the Civil War Ball.

Visit the restored courthouse and museum
and enjoy a piece of the past. For information-

740-985-9822.
SOUTHEAST OHIO PARENT JULY 2007 7



childcare in athens county/part 1 of a 2 part series

Childcare in Athens County: A community dialogue
An in depth look at the participants, the problems and potential solutions

by Andria Sherrow, M.A.

ur family moved to Athens County last

August. We have tried 5 different child-
care providers, including home and center based
care in the last 10 months and | know we re not
alone. The center we tried was great, but our
child wasn t ready for center based care, and the
in home care has been touch and go based on
our providers available schedules.

Over the past 10 months I ve talked with a
lot of parents about childcare. When South-
east Ohio Parent Magazine was launched in
April, the emails and phone calls began pour-
ing in about childcare. Some want referrals (see
COAD s - Corporation for Ohio Appalachian
Development, Early Childcare Division - ad on
this page). Some want to complain about the
current situation -- the costs and wanted to
know who is doing something about it. Oth-
ers called to tell me horror stories about what
has happened to their child/children when in
the care of an unlicensed, untrained childcare
provider.

| ve attended two of the Ohio University
Childcare Taskforce meetings, met with provid-
ers, talked with Job and Family Service Admin-
istrators, and worked with COAD in bringing
the Childcare issue of Southeast Ohio Parent
Magazine together. SEOP intends to revisit the
issue in October to follow up on the responses
we get from our readers.

Ohio University Childcare Taskforce Survey Results

RESPONDENTS NEEDING, CARE

55, 11%

56, 12%

170, 35%

110, 23%

B OU Classified Staff

B OU administrator

OO0U faculty

OOU undergraduate student

B OU graduate student

@ Athens City or Township resident not associated with OU

912 people completed the online

WHAT TYPE OF CHILDCARE DO YOU PREFER MOST?
139, 29%

340, 71%

| @ Child care center

B Home based child care |

of the respondents favored Child
Care Centers. However, 29% of the
respondents favored home based.

1%

survey. Of the 912 respondents, 487
respondents were in need of child
care in the next 12 months.

What follows is a synopsis of our work in
progress, a community in dialogue about how
to solve the childcare crisis in our county.
THE PARTICIPANTS

Terry Conry, Associate Vice President For
Finance And Administration, Facilities & Aux-
iliaries at Ohio University provided this brief
description of what OU is doing to investigate

and improve the childcare issue, During the
development of Vision OHIO, the topic of a lack

of childcare availability was repeatedly raised
in team deliberations and in the open forums.
In response to this, Executive Vice President &
Provost Kathy Krendl convened the Childcare
Taskforce in July, 2006 and charged the Task-
force to:

Research childcare needs in the community

Seek options for expanded childcare

opportunities, particularly for faculty, staff,

and students.

Report back with recommendations to the

provost.

COAD
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The choice of staying at home with your children, or

returning to work is not an easy decision.

Let COAD Child Care Resource Network help you

with FREE information on the options of pnding a

I quality program for your children or the benepts of
becoming a child care provider.




IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, HAS LACK OF CHILD CARE
IMPACTED YOUR ABILITY TO ATTEND WORK/SCHOOL?

7,15% 1

386, 83%

‘I Has affected B Has had no impact at all O Not employed in the past 12 months

0 responded that lack of childcare
83/0 has impacted ability to attend
work/school or the ability to
perform well at work/school

To accomplish these goals, the taskforce di-
vided into subcommittees with charges as fol-
lows:

* Research - to collect prior reports and to
develop a comprehensive survey instrument,
administer the instrument to the Athens cam-
pus and the Athens community, and report the

ndings.

» Requests for Proposals/Benchmarking - to
determine what other universities have done
and to look at how we might solicit interest
from childcare providers to expand current op-
erations or to establish new operations in the
Athens community.

« Communications and Community Link-
age - to keep the university and Athens com-
munities apprised of our work and to reach out
to stakeholders in the community.

The OU Childcare Taskforce Survey
was distributed to the Athens campus and
community in January 2007 and some of the
results are posted in the graphs above.

Other organizations have been aware of the
childcare situation and have been working hard
to nd potential solutions for some time. The
key players include, COAD, Athens Chamber
of Commerce, Athens County Job and Family
Services, Governor Strickland s Early Care and

Eduation Director, Alicia Leatherman, and
Athens County businesses.

Community forums and meetings have been
held over the past several months to promote a
dialogue about what can be done to meet our
community s overwhelming childcare need.

Before we get into some of the suggestions
from those forums, lets look at some Athens
County demographics which will help us place
the childcare issue in a larger context.

THE PROBLEMS COUNTYWIDE

The following section highlights information
taken from Athens County Job and Family
Services 2006 report, An In-Depth Look at the
Issues of Poverty.

According the 2000 U.S. Census, the
population for Athens County is 62,223. Athens
County is the poorest county in Ohio with the
poverty rate at 27.4% for individuals. Many of
the people in Athens County are producing a
class of working poor which means they are
working but not enough to raise themselves
from poverty.

Manufacturing jobs have reduced drastically
and service and retail jobs are the standard. A
family of three (one adult and two children),
where the adult earns wages as a general
merchandise worker, lives below the federal
poverty level despite the fact that the average
salary gure for retail workers is $7.88/hr.,
which is above Ohio minimum wage of $5.15.
100% Federal Poverty Level (family of three)
is $16,600. A general merchandise workers

What Southeast Ohio Parent would
like to know from our readers...

1. How many parents are
choosing to stay home and
not work because they can’t
Arh ehiuyexi glnhgeviC

Please call 740-593-3132 or
email asherrow@southeastohioparent.org

average annual salary is $16,402. It s easy to see
how paying for childcare is nearly impossible
for families in this situation.

The problem is exacerbated by the eligibility
requirements placed on working poor families
that qualify for public assistance. | talked with
one childcare provider, who quali es for public
assistance, but cant receive that assistance
because the wages she receives as a childcare
provider dont equal the amount required by
the state to receive assistance. Thats because
childcare providers only make approximately
$2-$3 per child/per hour. She works 57 hours a
week but can t make ends meet for her family.

Low income families have to make dif cult
choices everyday about prioritizing needs like
whether to buy food or pay for health care costs.
Jack Frech, Director of Athens County

continued on page 14...

Average Full-Time Weekly Cost of Childcare in Athens
County for Center and Family Based Care

109
*111

TODDLER

139
113

INFANT

106
%197

PRESCHOOLER

*90
*90

SCHOOL AGE
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supporting parents

f

by Brandi Koscho

1.KNOW THE TYPES OF CARE

There are a variety of child care programs
available including child care centers, Family
Child Care Providers, in-home child care
providers, Head Start programs, Preschools,
and School-Age programs. You may also
want to know if the program you choose is
licensed. Ohios Step Up To Quiality is a recently
established program in which child care centers
voluntarily participate in a quality rating
system. To learn more about the various types
of programs available in your area, licensingand
certi cation procedures, visit www.coadinc.org
or call 1800-577-2276.

2.CONSIDER YOUR CHILD’S NEEDS

You ultimately want to choose a program
based upon the needs of you and your child.
Some things to consider are the days and hours
of operation, the location of the program or
provider, whether transportation is provided to
and from the program, if they offer meals, and
if they are equipped to deal with specialized
needs.
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3.KNOW THE PROVIDER AND STAFF

It may be important to parents to know the
education and experience of the people caring
for their children. You may want to know if the
individual provider or the staff members have
degrees in Early Childhood Education, if they
have any additional training such as First Aid
and CPR. Depending on the type of program,
staff may have specialized training in Infant/
Toddler, Preschool, or School-Age Development
and /or Curriculum. Some staff members
or individual providers may have no formal
education beyond a High School diploma but
may have many years of hands-on experience.
Licensing and certi cation require training
and/or formal education for all providers. It is
crucial to decide what education or experience
is suitable for your needs.

In addition, the personality of the provider
is important. Are you greeted and made to
feel welcome when you enter the room, does
the provider like children and show a genuine
excitement for children and the program?
You should feel like your child is receiving the
attention he or she needs from the provider to
grow and develop accordingly.

4.EXPLORE THE ENVIRONMENT

Itisimportantfor the environmentto be clean,
sanitized and maintained. It should also meet
state and local regulations. Eating, sleeping and
toilet areas should be separated and play areas
should have a variety of materials to promote
learning and development. There should also
be adequate area for outdoor play and large
motor activities such as running, jumping,
and climbing, in addition to indoor areas for
activities like reading, coloring, and indoor play.
Fire extinguishers and smoke detectors must be
accessible and in working order. Outlets must
be covered and hazardous materials kept away
from children. Fenced areas and swimming
pools should also be considered when selecting
child care.

5.SPEAK WITH REFERENCES
When selecting child care, it may be bene cial
to parents to speak with other parents about
the programs and providers in their area. Do
parents support and recommend particular
programs without reservation? What qualities
do these programs have that in uence parents
opinions and decisions? You should explore
your options yourself but parental input may
be of assistance.
continued on page 12...



